
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

1420 Miner Street 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 

P: 847.391.5380 
desplaines.org 

Date: July 22, 2021  

To: Michael G. Bartholomew, MCP, LEED-AP, City Manager 

From: John T. Carlisle, AICP, Economic Development Manager 

Cc: Vickie Baumann, Secretary / Registration & License Division 

Subject: Amendments to Title 4 of the City Code to Remove License Requirement for Occasional 
Residential Sales (Garage Sales) 

Issue:  As part of an ongoing effort to simplify requirements for residents and to use staff resources more 
efficiently, staff has identified the garage sale license, currently required by 4-3-5.C. of the City Code, as an 
administrative process that does not yield substantial benefit and could be eliminated. Therefore, staff 
proposes removing the license requirement, as well as its attendant form and $5 fee. All other existing 
regulations, such as limiting to three-day durations and a maximum of three sales per year per property 
(excluding City-wide sales), would be retained. 

Analysis: The Code Enforcement Division reports that achieving compliance with garage sale rules is 
generally not aided by the license requirement. Instead, officers rely on external complaints and their own 
observation, tracking properties with a pattern of violations. This strategy is generally effective and can go 
on without requiring residents to obtain a license. Further, revenue from the license has declined from 
approximately $3,000 per year to less than $2,000 per year over the past five years. (No revenue was 
collected in 2020 because of the suspension of the fee as a COVID-19 relief effort. Approximately $1,760 
would have been collected had the fee been in place.) 

The City’s General Council has prepared the attached Ordinance M-10-21 creating Chapter 21 – Occasional 
Residential Sales under Title 4 – Business Regulations. Section 4-3-5 would be repealed and reserved for 
future use. 

Recommendation: I recommend the City Council adopt Ordinance M-10-21 amending the municipal code 
regulating Occasional Residential Sales.  

Attachment:  
Ordinance M-10-21 

 MEMORANDUM 
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CITY OF DES PLAINES 

ORDINANCE        M  -  10  -  21 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 4 OF THE DES 
PLAINES CITY CODE REGARDING OCCASIONAL 
RESIDENTIAL SALES._________________________________ 

WHEREAS, the City is a home rule municipal corporation in accordance with Article VII, 
Section 6(a) of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 1970; and 

WHEREAS, Section 4-3-5 of the City Code of the City of Des Plaines, as amended (“City 
Code”) sets forth rules and regulations for garage and yard sales (“Occasional Residential Sales”); 
and  

WHEREAS, the City desires to amend the City Code no longer require residents to obtain 
a temporary event license before holding an Occasional Residential Sale; and  

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City to 
amend the City Code as set forth in this Ordinance; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Des 
Plaines, Cook County, Illinois, in the exercise of its home rule powers, as follows: 

SECTION 1.  RECITALS. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein by 
reference and made a part hereof.  

SECTION 2. REPEALER. Section 4-3-5, titled “Occasional Residential Sales,” of 
Chapter 2, titled "Temporary Event Licenses," of Title 4, titled “Business Regulations,” of the City 
Code is hereby repealed in its entirety and reserved for future use. 

SECTION 3. OCCASIONAL RESIDENTIAL SALES. Title 4, titled “Business 
Regulations,” of the City Code is hereby amended to add a new Chapter 21, titled “Occasional 
Residential Sales,” as set forth on Exhibit A, attached to and made a part of this Ordinance.  

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE.   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from 
and after its passage, approval and publication in pamphlet form according to law. 

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS] 
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PASSED this       day of  , 2021. 

APPROVED this  day of       , 2021. 

VOTE:     Ayes         Nays  Absent 

   MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK 

Published in pamphlet form this Approved as to form: 
____ day of _______________, 2021 

CITY CLERK Peter M. Friedman, General Counsel 
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EXHIBIT A 

CHAPTER 21 
OCCASIONAL RESIDENTIAL SALES 

4-21-1: DEFINTIONS:

OCCASIONAL RESIDENTIAL SALES: For the purposes of this chapter, "occasional residential 
sales" are defined as those sales of goods, wares and merchandise owned by the occupier of the 
premises or owned by a group of persons having a common sale commonly known as a garage 
sale, basement sale, house sale, yard sale, estate sale, moving sale, or rummage sale conducted on 
an infrequent and unscheduled basis on premises zoned or used for residential purposes. Bulk 
sales, the sale of multiple new items of the same description, and the sale of consigned 
merchandise, merchandise brought to the premises for resale or for reconditioning for resale are 
prohibited at occasional residential sales. 

Premises zoned or used for residential purposes include: 

MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING: A residential building containing three or more dwelling 
units, including what is commonly known as an apartment building or condominium, but not 
including group, row or town houses. 

SINGLE-FAMILY ATTACHED DWELLING: A residential building containing dwelling units, 
each of which has primary ground floor access to the outside and are attached to each other by 
party walls without openings. Includes townhomes. 

SINGLE-FAMILY DETACHED DWELLING: A residential building containing not more than 
one dwelling unit entirely surrounded by open space on the same lot. 

4-21-2: OCCASIONAL RESIDENTIAL SALE REGULATIONS:

All occasional residential sales must be conducted in compliance with the following regulations: 

A. Duration and Frequency: Occasional residential sales may be conducted for no more than
three consecutive days and not more than three occasional residential sales may be
conducted on the same premises within any calendar year with the exception of any
community occasional residential sales authorized by the City. A fourth occasional
residential sale may be conducted on the same premises within a calendar year if the owner
of the premises is moving or vacating the premises.

B. Hours of Operation: No occasional residential sale may be conducted before 8:00 A.M. or
after sunset.

C. Signage: All signs promoting an occasional residential sale must be removed no later than
9:00 P.M. on the day the occasional residential sale has ended. No sign promoting
an occasional residential sale or sales may exceed eight square feet. Signs may not be
placed or displayed on any public right-of-way, including, without limitation, on trees, light
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standards, telephone poles or other supporting structures, or displayed in a manner that 
causes any unsafe condition or impediment to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

D. Location of Sale: It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct occasional residential sales
on any public street or public right-of-way or to display wares associated with the sale on
any public street or public right-of-way.

E. Traffic: No occasional residential sales may be conducted in a manner that causes any
unsafe condition or impediment to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. Vehicular parking for
any occasional residential sale is not permitted on any main thoroughfare. The Chief of
Police, or their designee, may automatically suspend an occasional residential sale license
should such violation occur.

F. Penalty: Any person violating any provision of this chapter, where no other penalty is
specifically provided, shall be fined as provided in the general penalty in section 1-4-1 of
this Code for each offense. A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day
during or on which a violation occurs or continues.
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